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Statewide Rollout of E-Filing

Agenda

– E-Filing objectives

– Benefits to the legal community

– E-Filing timeline

– Key points for the rollout

– Sample Initial Filing / Subsequent Filing
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E-Filing objectives

• The Supreme Court is in the midst of an ambitious project to 
modernize the trial courts

• This includes the rollout of a new Case Management and Document 
Management System statewide, followed by the introduction of E-
Filing

• These technology upgrades lay the foundation for providing 
electronic access to documents in the future
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North American E-Filing market

• More than 42% of the US Court market has 
active plans to offer E-Filing

• 36 jurisdictions plan to offer E-Filing within 2 yrs

–12 of these are Statewide

• 21 jurisdictions plan to offer E-Filing in 2+ yrs

–9 of these are Statewide
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*Statistics courtesy of NCSC eFiling Survey, Summer 2009
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April 11, 2011

North Dakota will be the first State 
in the United States to have an 

entirely electronic trial court 
record.
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Benefits to the legal community

• Efficiency

– Access to E-Filed information electronically 

– Access to file stamped copy after Clerk accepts filing

– File documents faster electronically

• Cost

– Avoid courier and delivery expense

• Electronic Service

– Confirmed delivery – not just an email: records time opened, confirms 
delivery of entire file, records IP address of served

– More effective and timely service
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Benefits to the legal community

• Lawyer office access to all public court 
documents in the state

–For those who file all their documents 
electronically

• No charge for document access

• No additional charge for E-Filing
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North Dakota E-Filing Timeline
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Initial Go-

Live with 

pilot County

April 1

Pilot 

Refinements 

Delivered

May 3

13 

Additional 

Counties 

Live

June 6

10 New 

Case Types 

Delivered

July 7

Final 24 

case types 

delivered

Aug 5

All non-criminal 

case types now 

completed

Open E-Filing 

to all Law Firms 

filing in Unit 2

Sept 1
14 

Additional 

Counties 

(Unit 1) Live 

on CMS

Nov 1

Unit 1 

Counties 

Available 

for E-Filing

Dec 1

Tyler to conduct 

multiple webinars for 

attorney training

All Unit 2 available 

to pilot firms
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Key points for rollout

• The E-Filing rollout is following about 30 days after the rollout of our 
new Case Management system

– Unit 2 counties opened to all firms for E-Filing on non-criminal case types 
September 1

– Filing for Criminal / Secure case types October 1

– Unit 1 counties open for E-Filing December 1

– Unit’s 3 and 4 will be available for E-Filing May 1, 2011

• The Court is providing training opportunities to firms via webinars
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Select Case to E-File Into

10

•One starting page to 

begin all filing 

transactions

•Subsequent Filings

•Initial Filings
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Select E-File Type
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•One screen to 

designate filing type

•E-File Only –

File directly to the 

courts

•E-File & Serve –

To file to the 

courts and serve 

parties

•Service Only –

Serve documents 

without going 

through the 

courts
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Add Filing Details
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•Select the filing 

event

•Add optional 

comments

•Reference the firm’s 

internal tracking 

number
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Upload Document
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•Link documents to the 

filing actions and 

submit
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Case Initiation – The Who, What, and Where

of E-Filing
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•Who – Designate the 

Filing and 

Responding Parties

•What – Choose the 

type of case to be 

filed

•Where – Specify the 

county to receive the 

filing
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Clerk Reviews E-File Submission
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•Review the 

documents as 

submitted by the 

filer

•Stamp and 

Annotate the 

documents prior to 

acceptance

•Send review 

comments back to 

the filer
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Firm Prints File Stamped Copy Once Clerk 

Accepts
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•Official clerk 

Date/Time stamp on 

accepted 

documents
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Complete Case in Case Management 

System
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• Documents and Events

• Party Information

• Complete Financial Transactions
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Visit the sites

For access to trial court documents

http://securepa.ndcourts.gov

For eFiling

https://northdakota.wiznet.com

For a copy of this presentation and additional resources

http://www.ndcourts.gov/CLE

http://securepa.ndcourts.gov/
https://northdakota.wiznet.com/
http://www.ndcourts.gov/CLE
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Closing comments
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